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On the Construction of the “Place”: the Connotation Form and Research
Method for the Belief Custom in Fucheng of Haikou City ( An Interview)

WANG Shen-fa' ( Malaysia) SONG Dan’
(1. Minnan Culture Research Institute Minnan Normal University Zhangzhou 363000 China;
2. Graduate School University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100081 China)

Abstract: Since the establishemnet of the adminstrative institution in the Song Dynasty the culture of faith
and custom in Fucheng of Haikou City has been taking the frontier ports as well as the industrial and commercial
markets of the Silk Road in the South China Sea as the main specific environment thus having nourished the con—
tinuous generation and evolution of various local cultures transferred to Hainan Island from other places of the coun—
try in the past. And the cultural heritage of Fucheng thus constituted has even retained many cultural elements lost
in China’ s mainland. Historically speaking Fucheng has been the political economic and cultural center connect—
ing Hainan Island with the mainland. Be it the ancestral temple God’s birthday and festival daily life and cus-
toms it is inseparable from the folk evolution of Qiongzhou Taoism in the Song Dynasty while it has also accepted
the leading direction of the national worship ceremony regulated by Confucian consciousness in the past dynasties.
When Confucianism uses belief in the common customs as the way to educate the people and Taoism uses scientific
ceremony and behavior symbols to satisfy the confidence of God and man’s feeling they both share the traditional
Chinese thinking especially the concept of “Qi” and “the unity of heaven and man” and ensure the mutual
learning and integration of Confucianism and Taoism with the traditional customs of Han people who have moved to
Fucheng thus realizing the harmony of rites and customs of Fucheng culture the interaction between the govern—
ment and the public and the pluralistic isomorphism of belief thinking. This process has promoted the common
cognition of the officials and the people of Fucheng to maintain the harmonious balance between traditional ethics
and social order and has gradually implemented the specific “local environment” cognition of the grass-roots society
of Fucheng identity. The various “local” faith and customs activities including the interaction of various “environ-
ments” and even the “exchange of incense” at the Lantern Festival of Fucheng has in turn continued to maintain
the sustainable construction of the local identity of “residents in Fucheng”.

Key words: Confucianism; Taoism; the sacrificial ceremony of the state; the harmony of etiquette with cus—
toms; multiple isomorphism; the interaction between the government and the public; cultural heritage; unity of man

and nature
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